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Part A The northern Italian city of Venice is one of the most beautiful cities in the world
and a top tourist destination. It has been a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1987 and
is famous for its cultural sites, architecture and canals. However, in recent years Venice
has been suffering from problems caused by rising water levels and tourism. As it is built
on more than 100 small islands, water has always been a problem in Venice, but in recent
years tourism has become a bigger problem. Around 30 million people visit Venice every
year. This number is much higher than the 50,000 people who live there. On busy weekends,
Venice attracts almost 40,000 tourists each day. At these times, the government uses police
to keep people moving as the narrow streets become too crowded, and the canals become
packed with boats. This causes waves that are damaging buildings. As a result, people
will be asked to pay to enter the city on certain days.

Many tourist destination around the world, including Japan, ask tourists to pay extra
money which is usually added to the price of the visitors’hotel, but in Venice people who
visit the Italian city between 8.30 am and 4 pm on the busiest days will have to buy a ticket
before they arrive. Don’t worry though, not everyone has to pay. If you are staying in a
hotel, visiting the city for work or a sporting event or under the age of 14 you won’t need
a ticket.

Politicians say the ticket system isn’t a plan to stop people visiting the city. Instead, it is
an experiment to reduce the number of tourists who only visit for a few hours. They want
people to stay for a night. Visitors who stay in the city for longer also eat in the restaurants
and visit more of the museums. Both things bring money to the city.
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However, many local people don’t like the new plan. They complain that Venice will be

like an amusement park if people have to buy tickets. They want the government to spend
more money on local people. Fifty years ago, 175,000 people lived in Venice, but many
people are leaving the city because tourism has made it too expensive to live there.
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Jamie :
Alexa :

Jamie

Alexa :

Jamie

Alexa : Hey Jamie! Have you thought about what we should get for Sarah? She’s
leaving our club next week.

: Oh, right! Thanks Alexa, I almost forgot. I thought she was just moving to another

prefecture. I couldn’t believe it when I heard that she is moving abroad for the first

time. I will miss her!

Me too! But I am sure we will all keep in touch with each other, and she promised

to come back for our graduation. Her grandparents still live here. We need to get

her something special as a gift. Do you have any ideas?

: Maybe we could get her a new racket. She loves tennis and it will be useful for

her new life.

That’s a great idea, but I don’t think that we will have enough money to buy one.

Prices have really increased recently. How about a photo album or maybe a video?

: I don’t think we will have enough time to make a video. We won’t be able to do it

during club practice because Sarah will be there, and even if we make it, she will

only be able to look at it on her smartphone. She can look at a photo album any

time, and it will be easier for us to make it secretly.

That’s true! She’ll love it, and everyone can write a message in it. Let’s buy a nice

photo album and some colorful pens.

: Perfect. I'll take care of the photos. Can you get the album and pens?

Sure, I'll go to the store this afternoon.

: By the way, how’s your project going? You seemed a bit stressed last time we

talked.

Ugh, it’s not going well.

What'’s your topic again?

We started with climate change, but we decided to change it, and now it’s about

plastic pollution. We need to describe the problems and come up with some

solutions, but it’s difficult, and I have never worked with the other people in my

group, so it’s not easy for us to communicate.

: Maybe I can help. I did a similar project last year. Have you tried looking for

articles online or in the library?

I have, but I'm not finding what I need. Most of the articles are too difficult to

understand.

: I know a few websites that might help. I'll send you the links. You should also
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Alexa :

Jamie

ask your teacher for help. She will be able to help you and your teammates work
out your communication issues. Have you been working together face to face?
No, we mostly communicate by email.
: Well, maybe you should have a meeting. I suggest you go somewhere with a
relaxing atmosphere where you can discuss things easily. Not the library, because
you need to be quiet there. Perhaps you should get together in the cafeteria. You
can buy snacks and drinks, and the teacher might be able to join you for a while.
I guess it might help. If we don’t try a bit harder, we won'’t finish it! I'll talk to the
teacher tomorrow.
: Try not to worry too much. You’ll do great. Just take it one step at a time.
Thanks, Jamie. Let’s focus on Sarah’s gift for now. It will be fun to work on
something happy.
: Agreed! Let’s make it the best gift ever.
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